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PRESENTATION ON THE OLDE SANDWICH TOWNE INTERIM CONTROL BY-LAW 19-2007AND DEMOLITION CONTROL BY-LAW 20-2007

February 25, 2008

Mayor Eddie Francis and Members of City Council:

On January 25, 2008, the Windsor and District Chamber of Commerce asked your Worship and Members of Council for a deferral of the discussion on the Olde Sandwich Towne Interim Control By-Law 19-2007 and Demolition Control By-Law 20-2007. On behalf of our Chamber and business in our region, I would like to thank Council for allowing more time for the Chamber and other stakeholders to prepare a more informed presentation before Council.  

In its report to City Council dated February 6th, 2008, City of Windsor Administration concludes that “ it is in the City’s best interest to extend the Interim Control By-Law 19-2007 (as amended) for an additional year from the date of its passing, and retain Demolition Control By-Law 20-2007 indefinitely, or at least until the Community Improvement Plan by-law can be adopted. “

The Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce disagrees with this conclusion. 

It is the Chamber’s view that the continuation of the Olde Sandwich Interim Control By-law and the Demolition Control By-law has a chilling effect on potential new development throughout the region’s business community and beyond. The message is that the City of Windsor is  “not” open for business and future investment. We feel that the purpose of creating these restrictions does not outweigh the need for a pro-business attitude in these most tenuous of times for all those working, investing and living in the Windsor-Essex region.

Though we acknowledge the need for proper community planning, the Chamber is not opposed to interim control by-laws provided they are purposeful, timely and limited in their scope. We only have to remind Council that the Chamber supported the Downtown Interim Control By-law in 2003. While restricting business was sending the wrong message to investors and business owners then, the reason for the restriction was to reorganize and take a fresh look at our downtown business environment. At the time, the Chamber stressed that the restriction had to be for a short period of time. Most importantly, the Downtown Interim Control By-law applied to all specified group of businesses equally and was done for their long-term benefit.  This was successful and collaborative planning at its best.

In the case of the current Olde Sandwich Towne By-Law before council this evening, the Chamber sees inequality in its application and a weak case for its continuing existence. The Chamber does not have to stress the critical state of our local economy and how crucial is the need for capital improvements to our border infrastructure. Your worship and council are well versed in the importance of this region as a well-recognized hub for international trade, with the busiest international border crossing in the world. 

Providing an exemption for not-for-profit and public projects, though commendable, clearly discriminates against the “for profit” business sector. In exempting these particular projects, the City has directly omitted one of the most critical public services to our community, our businesses and our residents—a service that is provided by a private company for our mutual benefit. 

By failing to exempt the Ambassador Bridge from the provisions of the Interim Control By-Law, this City has sent a message that this By-law is arbitrary in its intent and targets one of the largest entities in our business community. Instead of supporting a community improvement plan, the By-law acts as a barrier to border infrastructure plans that would ultimately improve our economy and our quality of life. An enhanced border crossing is of key importance to all sectors of our economy and our community. 

Miscalculating the priorities of this community has significant and deleterious consequences. 

Furthermore, the manner in which this restriction is carried out is not in the spirit of the Planning Act.   

If the interests of the business community are important to City Council, why was the process to create a Community Improvement Plan not expedited within the year of the life of the existing By-law? In reality, the Community Improvement Plan study and process commenced only in December 2007, just two months ago. In actuality, this study began 11 months after the Interim Control By-law was first enforced and there appears to be no hurry or urgency to complete the process. The City therefore was in a real hurry to enact the by-law to impede immediate and future development while adopting the rationale to take their time and delay beginning the study to enhance Sandwich towne development.

Our constituency base—businesses in this community—want to know why?

If there is no viable rationale to extend the by-law, then do not extend it. If you do have to extend it, do not impede the Bridge Company from their desire to spend their money on their lands enhancing their infrastructure for our benefit.

It is our perception that there is unnecessary tension between the owner of the biggest and most significant border infrastructure asset in our region and this municipal corporation. This is not beneficial to our community; this will not build better relationships for future economic enhancement.  Community planning ought to be resolved in cooperation and in collaboration with business. 

Moving Olde Sandwich Towne toward a better future is not dependent on the Towne Community Improvement Plan as much as on the ability of the City to realize the extent of the business improvements that need to be done, especially by businesses and the private sector. Restricting that potential gives a highly negative impression of our business environment. For these reasons we recommend that Windsor City Council turn down a motion to further extend the two Interim Control By-laws and to address any planning issues in collaboration with the area businesses including the Bridge Company.

Furthermore, if you wish to extend and continue the by-laws, exempt the Bridge development for the reasons we have referenced.

We thank you for your attention and appreciate the opportunity to address you.

PAGE  
1 of 3

Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of Commerce Presentation: The Olde Sandwich Towne 

Interim Control By-Law 19-2007and Demolition Control By-Law 20-2007 (February 25, 2008)


