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International Partnership Expands Small Business Opportunities for Detroit Regional Chamber and Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce Members

Detroit and Windsor – Today, the Detroit Regional Chamber and the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce announced a joint venture to provide each chamber’s members with increased access to the international marketplace.  
Small businesses with 100 or fewer employees will be able to purchase an International Business Builder component, which will be added to their existing chamber memberships.  The International Business Builder can be added onto either a Detroit or Windsor membership for $150, and provides a considerable savings given a new membership for either chamber runs into the hundreds of dollars.   The international program will allow members to receive networking and advertising benefits in the other chamber’s market at a reduced cost and starts July 1, 2007.  
“This is the first time two chambers from different countries have come together to create an international partnership,” said Tammy J. Carnrike, COO of the Detroit Regional Chamber.  “In a global economy, it makes sense to develop chamber benefits that give businesses new opportunities to market their products and services outside their home countries.”
International Business Builder benefits for Detroit and Windsor/Essex County members include:

· Free access to certain events with the other chamber.
· Access to all other paid events at member pricing.

· Listing in a new international section of each chamber’s business publication.

· Online business listing on each chamber’s Website.

· Access to sponsorship and advertising in publications and at events.

· Scheduling of the other chamber’s conference rooms for business meetings.

· Subscription to each chamber’s newsletter.
“Given the close ties between Detroit and Windsor/Essex County it is a natural fit to launch such an international program with our chambers,” said Linda Smith, president of the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce.  “Bringing our businesses together will help drive economic transformation of our entire region.”

About the Windsor & District Chamber of Chamber

As the "Voice of Business," the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce represents over 1,400 business members who collectively employ more than 80,000 people.  Our membership profile truly represents a cross-section of the business interests in our community.   Our vision is "Leading the business community to create regional economic prosperity."

About the Detroit Regional Chamber
With nearly 23,000 members, the Detroit Regional Chamber is the largest chamber of commerce in the country. The Chamber’s mission is carried out through business attraction efforts, public policy advocacy, strategic partnerships and quality products and services for members.  For more information, visit www.detroitchamber.com.
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